Hittite (nom.-acc. sg.) i§-ha-ah-ru ‘tear(s)’ 


Allan R. Bomhard 
Florence, SC USA 


This is the ninth in a series of papers dealing with Anatolian (Hittite) etymology. As 
in the previous papers, I will be using the glottalic model of Proto-Indo-European 
consonantism (more accurately, Proto-Indo-Anatolian consonantism — for details, cf. 
Bomhard 2024) followed, in parentheses (or, secondarily, brackets), by the traditional 
reconstruction (on which, cf. Byrd 2018). 


According to Kloekhorst (2008:391) and Puhvel (1984— .1:390—394), Hittite 
(nom.-acc. sg.) is-ha-ah-ru ‘tear(s)’ is most often compared with the following: Sanskrit 
asru-h ‘tear’; Avestan asrū ‘tear’; Lithuanian ãšara, asara ‘tear’; Tocharian A dakar ‘tear’ 
(n. pl. akrunt), B akriina* ‘tear’; as well as: Greek ðáxpv ‘tear’; Armenian (sg.) artawsr 
(< *t’rak'u-r [*draku-r]) ‘tear’ (pl. artasu-k"); Latin lacrima ‘tear’ (Old Latin dacruma); 
Old Irish dér (< *t’ak'r(o)- [*dakr(o)-]) ‘tear’; Middle Welsh deigr ‘tear’; Old Breton 
dacr ‘tear’; Cornish dagrow ‘tear’; Gothic tagr ‘tear’; Old Icelandic tar ‘tear’; Danish 
taar ‘drop’; Norwegian tar ‘drop (of something to drink)’; Swedish tår ‘tear, eye-drop’; 
Old English teagor ‘tear’, téar ‘tear, drop’; Old Frisian tar ‘tear’; Old High German zahar 
‘tear’. Puhvel (1984— .1:392) notes that the initial /i-/ in Hittite is-ha-ah-ru “may be 
phonetically and/or orthographically prothetic” and suggests a possible reconstruction 
*3H,aH ru- — that is, in more traditional terms, *sH2aHoru-. Cf. also Friedrich 1991:85 
ishahru- (eshahru-) ‘flow or flood of tears’; Tischler 1977— .1:377—378 — according 
to Tischler, the Hittite form was originally *ahru, and the initial is-ha- is analogical after 
e-eS-har ‘blood’. 

The following forms are attested: (nom.-acc. sg.) is-ha-ah-ru (usually), e-es-ha-ah-ru 
(MH/NS);! (gen. sg.) ii-ha-ah-ru-wa-as, e-e§-ha-ah-ru-wa-as (NS); (dat.-loc. sg.) iš-ha- 
ah-ru-u-i; (erg. sg.) [is-ha-a]h-ru-wa-an-za; (abl.) is-ha-ah-ru-wa-az, is-ha-ah-ru-ha-za; 
(instr.) is-ha-ah-ru-it; (nom. pl.) is-ha-ah-ru. There are also the following derivatives: 
(3rd sg. pret. mid.) is-ha-ah-ru-wa-at-ta-at ‘to weep’; (participle) is-ha-ah-ru-wa-an-t- 
‘weeping’. 

It is crystal clear that the above proposed cognates of Hittite is-ha-ah-ru in the non- 
Anatolian daughter languages are nothing more than mere guesswork. Without going into 
details, let us just note that none of them really fit phonologically. Moreover, as noted by 
Matasović (2009:87), “[t]he PIE form of this word is notoriously difficult to reconstruct.” 
Here, I am specifically rejecting any relationship between Hittite is-ha-ah-ru and the 
forms cited above from the non-Anatolian daughter languages, as well as any and all other 
possible etymologies suggested to date. 


' Abbreviations: MH = Middle Hittite, MS = middle script; OS = old script; NS = new script. 
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In our search for possible cognates, let us begin by looking in Buck 1949 to try to 
determine what words are semantically related to or are the source of words for “tear(s)’ 
or ‘to weep’, the two meanings found in the Hittite forms mentioned above. 

In the case of ‘tear’ (Buck 1949:§16.38), there is not a lot of variation. Most of the 
forms cited by Buck under ‘tear’ belong to an inherited group and include the forms cited 
above from the non-Anatolian daughter languages (cf. the etymological dictionaries listed 
in the references at the end of this paper for more information). However, of particular 
interest here is the following Sanskrit form cited by Buck (1949:§16.38, no. 3): baspa-h 
“(also ‘steam’), prob. a MIndic form of *varsman- : vrs- ‘rain’, sb. varsa- (1.75)”. 
Mayrhofer (1956—1980.II:427) also lists Sanskrit baspda-h ‘tear, tears, steam, vapour’ 
and gives the same etymology as Buck, albeit with reservations. Turner (1966—1969.I: 
520—521, no. 9223), on the other hand, rejects this etymology. He suggests that the 
original form may have been *bdsma-. 

There are more semantic possibilities listed by Buck (1949:§ 16.37 CRY, WEEP) for 
‘to weep’. As noted by Buck: “Most of the words for “cry, weep’, as expressive of pain 
or grief, are like NE cry (the usual spoken word) form words meaning ‘cry’ in the wider 
sense, ‘cry out, shout, scream, wail, grown’ ... sometimes ‘bewail’...” and “[s]ome 
derivatives of words for ‘tear’ (16.38) are used for ‘shed tears, weep’...” Buck lists 
several other sources as well. 

Finally, there is ‘flow’ (Buck 1949:§10.32 FLOW [vb.]), which I take to be the basic 
meaning of the Hittite form (cf. Friedrich 1991:85; Tischler 1977— .1:377—378). Buck 
states: “Some [of the words for ‘flow’] are cognate with verbs for ‘gush forth, swell’ or 
‘pour, float’ or come through ‘drip’, from ‘filter’.” Derivatives of ‘flow’ include words 
for ‘river’ or ‘stream’ (cf. Buck 1949:§1.36 RIVER; STREAM; BROOK). Notice here, 
in particular, the close connection between ‘tear’ and ‘drop’ in the Danish, Norwegian, 
and Swedish words cited on the preceding page. 

We can begin by mentioning Puhvel’s (1984— .1:390—394) suggestion that Hittite 
is-ha-ah-ru is to be interpreted as *sH2aHzru-. This suggestion seems highly probable. 
Perhaps the closest forms in the non-Anatolian daughter languages are found in Sanskrit: 
sirad in the sense ‘stream, water’, also sira ‘stream, river’. While considering the two 
forms to be related, Mayrhofer (1956—1980.III:469 and III:477) calls sira “problematic”. 
He does not propose an Indo-European etymology. 

A comparison of Hittite is-a-ah-ru ‘flow or flood of tears’ (definition from Friedrich 
1991:85) with Sanskrit sira, sira ‘stream, river’, allows us to reconstruct Proto-Indo- 
European *sH2aH?2-r- (*sH2eH2-r-) (vb.) ‘to flow’. In Hittite, is-a-ah-ru was specialized 
in the meaning ‘flow or flood of tears’, while, in Sanskrit, sird, stra were specialized in 
the meanings ‘stream, river’. Note: The vowel in the first syllable of the Sanskrit forms 
is the traditional schwa primum /*ə/ — the /i/ in stra may be due to the presence of two 
laryngeals in the Proto-Indo-European form. m 
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